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LEPTO – MORE THAN JUST A VACCINE
Every year we hear about another local farmer who has experienced a 
debilitating Lepto infection. 

Despite doing our best to prevent 
Leptospirosis by vaccinating our 
stock as young as possible and then 
giving them a booster every year 
prior to the Autumn risk period, we 
still can't eliminate the risk of Lepto 
from our farms.

Recently it has been shown that 
rodents have a big part to play 
in Lepto cases in humans. In 
fact, approximately half of the 
recent cases of Lepto in NZ dairy 
farmers have been linked to strains 
typically found in rodents.

This information combined with 
the fact that just one female rat 
can give rise to a population of 
over 400 in just six months, should 
make rodent control part of any 
dairy farm's Lepto control program. 
Not only can you look after your 
family and staff's wellbeing, but 
you can honestly say you are doing 
something constructive for the 
native wildlife of this country.

With this in mind, all clients with 
up-to-date vaccinations by 1st April 
2021 will go in the draw to win one 
of two Goodnature A24 traps.

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Non-cycling cow treatments

• Heifer synchrony

• Calf 7in1 & BVD vaccinations

• Calf trace elements at 
weaning

• Herd nutrition

Purchase any Prolaject 
B12 or B12+ Selenium, 
and go in the draw to 
WIN a Weber Baby Q* 

welcomeSummer
WITH WEBER

*	Offer	available	01.09.20–11.12.20.	See	in-store	for	details

Rodent control should be part of all farm Lepto prevention programs
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   September 2020 48Kg DM/day 36mm 13°C 2238Kg DM 159,000

   September 2019 65Kg DM/day 121mm 12°C 2274Kg DM 151,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS
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LAMENESS AND FERTILITY
Studies have demonstrated repetitively that cows developing lameness 
post calving take as much as one full cycle longer to conceive, and are  
at much higher risk of being culled due to being diagnosed empty 
after mating.

This highlights the importance 
of herd managers keeping an eye 
out for cows developing lameness 
and treating them in a timely 
and appropriate manner. This 
means drafting the lame cow out, 
restraining her appropriately 
and lifting her hoof to examine it 
properly. 

Unfortunately, there are still far too 
many cows that develop clinical 
lameness and are injected with 
antibiotics, with no effort made to 
properly examine the hoof. This 
approach is not ideal, resulting 
in unnecessary use of antibiotics 
and slower recovery times when 
cows are suffering trauma to the 
hoof, as opposed to infection. 

Under NZ conditions it is estimated 
only 10 – 20% of cows suffering

from lameness actually require 
antibiotics!

So, the take home message is – 
lame cows need prompt 
action which includes proper 
examination of the hoof. We 
are more than happy to provide 
on-farm training for clients and 
in the past farmers have given us 
feedback that staff hugely valued 
the exercise. Further, this time on 
farm with staff may provide an 
opportunity to address some of the 
causes (motorbikes and dogs).

One last thing... Don’t forget 
that bulls that develop lameness 
during mating, rapidly lose their 
motivation to serve cows. Those 
that are still keen to work have 
significantly impaired fertility 
which effectively renders lame 
bulls unfit for purpose!
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COWSLIPS – 
MAKE SURE 
YOU GET THE 
RIGHT SIZE

Cowslips are a valuable tool 
used in treating lame cows, 
and provide immediate relief 
for a range of painful hoof 
problems.

This translates to improved 
animal welfare and improved 
milk production in lame cows 
treated with a Cowslip.

Currently we stock two sizes – 
‘standard’ and ‘plus’ which are 
suitable for the range of cows 
on local farms. It is important 
to ensure if you use this 
product, that you chose the 
right size. 

Cowslips should cover the full 
underside of the claw they are 
being glued to. Cowslips that 
do not cover the full length of 
the hoof lead to undesirable 
transfer of weight to the 
hoof structure, lessening the 
effectiveness of the slip.

Hoof examination is essential for a correct treatment plan

Our team can help you get it right
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